
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

THE FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

ENTRANCE HYMN  
 SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE                  SALZBURG 

PRELUDE 
 TRIO SONATA V IN C, BWV 529                               J.S. BACH 
  I.  ALLEGRO 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul.  The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets found in the 
pew racks or on the pew cards.  Please follow this order of worship for today’s music. 



 

GLORIA (5PM & 8:30AM)                                                                                        ARR. CALVERT 

KYRIE        MASS VIII 

Music: 2011, © Stephan Calvert, Bacon and Bach Music 



 

GLORIA (11AM)         MASS VIII 



 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM              PSALM 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Today’s Mass readings are found on page 40 in Sunday’s Word. 

FIRST READING                     ISAIAH 42:1-4, 6-7/21 

SECOND READING                                 ACTS 10:34-38 

ALLELUIA                                           PROULX 

GOSPEL                                   LUKE 3:15-16, 21-22 

OFFERTORY    
 WHEN JOHN BAPTIZED BY JORDAN’S RIVER                                   RENDEZ À DIEU 



 

OFFERTORY (11AM)   
 “BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD” FROM MESSIAH                           G.F. HÄNDEL 

Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world.  ~John 1:29 

SANCTUS                                                                                              MASS VIII 



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI                      ARR. CALVERT                                                      

AMEN                                                                                        ARR. CALVERT                                                                                               

AGNUS DEI                                                                                              MASS VIII 

COMMUNION 
 WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL                                                                

COMMUNION (11AM) 
 SICUT CERVUS                G.P PALESTRINA 

(See final page of order of worship for Latin text and translation)                                                            



 

CLOSING 
 COME, HOLY GHOST           LAMBILOTTE                                          

 

All music used with permission.  Onelicense  #A702187 & Byrd and Bach 2010. 



 

VOLUNTARY 
 TRIO SONATA V IN C, BWV 529                               J.S. BACH 
  III.  ALLEGRO 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 

This Sunday, we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  We hear some of the same prophecies about 

Christ that we recall from the season of Advent, but ultimately our Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ baptism and his 

identification with all the Baptized.  Our music explores these themes, as well as the general ones associated with 

the sacrament of Baptism.  Our entrance hymn is familiar to us from its use at the close of Mass last week on 

Epiphany; its text recalls many of the events and miracles of Christ’s life, beginning with the Epiphany, continuing 

through Baptism, the events of Jesus’ public ministry, and asks that we be given the grace to be like Christ himself.  

We retain the same settings of the Kyrie, Gloria (at 11AM), Sanctus, and Agnus Dei that we have used in recent 

weeks, but in a more chant-like notation that will hopefully aid in showing the relaxed and joyful nature of the very 

beautiful Gregorian Mass VIII.  The offertory hymn, another focusing on the Baptism of Christ, is set to the tune 

RENDEZ À DIEU, a tune from the 16th Century designed for the communal singing of the psalms.  While unfa-

miliar to some in the congregation, its light, rhythmic character is perfect for the season of Christmas.  Also during 

the offertory at 11AM, we hear Händel’s chorus from Messiah “Behold the Lamb of God”.  This chorus, in 18th 

Century French Ouverture style, is dramatic and jagged in rhythmic style; however, the ultimate effect is monu-

mental.  The initial theme is shared among voices, combining at important moments to grand effect.  Our com-

munion hymn is one of the classics of the mid-century Liturgical Movement in the United States.  Dom Paul Be-

noit’s “Ubi caritas” setting “Where charity and love prevail” is a wonderful match of text and tune, reminding us 

that a necessary part of loving God is loving our neighbor—especially appropriate as we receive Holy Commun-

ion.  The prelude to Mass and voluntary after are taken from J.S. Bach’s fifth trio sonata for organ.  These sonatas 

feature a texture common in the Baroque period: two soprano lines (played by instruments such as recorders) with 

a basso continuo accompaniment (a cello or viol).  In the trio sonatas for organ, Bach assigns the hands each a so-

prano part, while the feet are the continuo.  The effect is wonderful, and can achieve a harmonious rendering (in 

the hands of the single organist) that is difficult to achieve with the original instrumentation even with three like-

minded players!  The first allegro is lithe and graceful, while the third movement is more demonstrative.  Both are 

full of joy and cheerfulness.  A word should be said about the Palestrina’s Sicut Cervus as well.  This beautiful text 

from Psalm 42 has long been associated with Baptism in general and the Easter Vigil in particular.  The allegory of 

the deer at the stream occurs often in Christian art and is striking in its simplicity and beauty.  Similarly, Palestrina’s 

simple and elegant setting is nonetheless highly emotional and personal: listen for the final statements of the text 

“anima mea” (“my soul”) and the gorgeous harmonies Palestrina assigns to this expression of personal longing.  A 

text and translation are provided below for your convenience.  Happy feast day! 

 

Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum, ita desiderat anima mea ad te, Deus.  
 

As the deer longs for running streams, so longs my soul for you, O God.   
    

      ~Psalm 42:1 


