
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul.  The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets found in the 

pew racks or on the pew cards.  Please follow this order of worship for today’s music.   

THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 
JUNE 7, 2015  

ENTRANCE HYMN                   
AT THAT FIRST EUCHARIST                             UNDE ET MEMORES 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (8:30 & 11:00AM) Cibavit eos                                           PSALM 81:17 
He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied them with honey from the rock. 

PRELUDE                   
PRELUDE AND VARIATIONS ON “ADORO TE DEVOTE”              GERALD NEAR 



 

GLORIA                                MASS VIII 

KYRIE (5:00PM & 11:00AM)               MASS VIII 

KYRIE (8:30AM)                     MASS Á 4 (BYRD) 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Mass readings can be found on page 105 of Sunday’s Word. 

FIRST READING                               EXODUS 24:3-8 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                              PSALM 116:12-13, 15-16, 17-18 

Music: John Schiavone, © OCP Publications, Inc. 

SECOND READING                                      HEBREWS 9:11-15 

SEQUENCE (8:30 & 11:00AM)                      LAUDA SION 
Please join in singing the bolded verses of the sequence along with the cantor.  



 



 



 

GOSPEL                                           MARK 14:12-16, 22-26 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

OFFERTORY 
O FOOD OF EXILES LOWLY                     INNSBRUCK 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord; whoever eats this bread will live forever. 

ALLELUIA                                   



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI AND AMEN          MASS VIII (ARR. CALVERT) 

SANCTUS                                                                                               MASS VIII 

OFFERTORY MOTET (8:30AM) 
O SACRUM CONVIVIUM             GIOVANNI CROCE 

O sacrum convivium! in quo Christus sumitur: recolitur memoria passionis eius: mens impletur gratia: et 

futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur. Alleluia. 
 

O sacred banquet! in which Christ is received, the memory of his Passion is renewed, the mind is filled with grace, and a 

pledge of future glory to us is given. Alleluia.   ~St. Thomas Aquinas 



 

COMMUNION             ADORO TE DEVOTE 

AGNUS DEI                     MASS VIII 



 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (8:30 & 11:00AM) Hoc corpus                                      1 CORINTHIANS 11:24-25 

This is the Body that will be given up for you; this is the Chalice of the new covenant in my Blood, says the 

Lord; do this, whenever you receive it, in memory of me. 

At the 8:30AM Mass (due to the Corpus Christi procession after Mass), Mass ends with the postcommunion 

prayer.  After this, the priest exposes the Blessed Sacrament in a monstrance on the altar, and all kneel while O 

Salutaris Hostia is sung by all (see facing page).  Music for Exposition, Benediction, and the procession itself 

can be found on the procession handouts you received from the ushers. 

POSTCOMMUNION (8:30AM) 
O TASTE AND SEE                                        RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS 



 

CLOSING            
JESUS, MY LORD, MY GOD, MY ALL       SWEET SACRAMENT 

EXPOSITION HYMN (8:30AM)                  
O SALUTARIS HOSTIA                                      DUGUET 



 

VOLUNTARY  
PRAELUDIUM IN D, BUXWV 139                        DIETRICH BUXTEHUDE 

COPYRIGHTS 

All music used with permission.  Onelicense  #A702187  

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 

 

Today we celebrate the great feast of Corpus Christi or, to give the more formal name, the Solemnity of the 

Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  Today, we focus specifically on the great gift of the Holy Eucharist and 

its significance in Christian life.  It is the second of three solemnities in Ordinary Time that directly follow the 

Easter season: Holy Trinity (celebrated last week) is the first, and the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart (celebrated 

this Friday) is the third.  Corpus Christi is very unique in that most of the texts for the Mass of the day were 

composed by one man (St. Thomas Aquinas) and these texts have survived without much revision since the es-

tablishment of the feast.  It is rare that any feast imparts such incredible inspiration and real influence to the life 

of the Church, but then not many authors have the intellect and faith of a Thomas!  His hymn Adoro te devote has 

inspired countless pieces of sacred music and its imagery (i.e., the pelican, which was reputed to pierce its own 

breast to feed its children with its blood) has remained a significant part of Christian life.  Likewise, “O Salutaris 

Hostia” is part of his hymn Verbum supernum written for the Divine Office of the feast day.  As we might imag-

ine, this day is also linked to Holy Thursday, when the Holy Eucharist was first celebrated.  As such, the com-

munion antiphon comes from Holy Thursday’s liturgy, and the Pange lingua sung in procession (with its conclud-

ing Tantum Ergo) is associated with the beginning of the Triduum as well.  The Holy Eucharist continues to in-

spire fine music: the entrance and closing hymns at Mass are both compositions of 19th Century England, a 

place where a rediscovery of eucharistic faith inspired many conversions to Catholicism.  Finally, a work with 

many parts is none other than our sequence today, Lauda Sion.  This text, which has been optional in the Ordi-

nary Form of the Mass since 1970 (and therefore is often omitted, to the great deprivation of the faithful), is 

Aquinas’ Eucharistic text par excellence.  Here, all of St. Thomas’ gifts combine: profound theology, gifted po-

etry, and a love of God.  One sees this first in the length of the sequence (24 verses!), but then notices that 

Aquinas takes us on a veritable “Eucharistic journey”: first we praise God, then we recall the institution of the 

Eucharist, and so on.  This tremendous catechesis in poetry and song is a true gift of Tradition, one that must 

be preserved in cathedral churches like ours (cf. Sacrosanctum concilium, #112, 114, 116, 118).  So, if you have a 

minute, pray over these texts today after Mass and rejoice in the miraculous gift that is the Most Holy Body and 

Blood of Christ. 



 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
2120 3RD AVENUE NORTH 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35203 

WWW.STPAULSBHM.ORG 205.251.1279 

  

THE MOST REVEREND ROBERT J. BAKER, STD 

BISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM IN ALABAMA 

  

THE VERY REVEREND KEVIN M. BAZZEL, VG, JCL 

RECTOR 
  

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY MASSES 

SATURDAY 5:00PM (ANTICIPATED), SUNDAY 8:30 & 11:00AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 6:30AM & 12:10PM 

CONFESSIONS 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 11:30AM-12:00PM; SATURDAY, 3:00-4:00PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 


