Tenebre: The Church’s “Oftfice of
‘the Dead” for Christ Crucified .

From at least as far back as the sixth century, the Church has begun her daily worship on the three days of
the Easter Triduum with a unique solemnization of the Divine Office known as “Tenebre,” a sung liturgy
hewn from the Scriptural prophecies of the Passion to form a veritable “Office of the Dead” in which the
Church mourns the death of Christ. The sacred texts of this office inspired a priceless treasury of plainchant
and later a vast corpus of polyphonic settings, particularly for the Scriptural centerpiece of Tenebrz, the
Lamentations of Jeremiah. Our purpose will be to explore the history, the meaning, the music and the
striking ritual actions of this profoundly moving office, which in recent years has undergone an amazing
resurgence, fostered by the magnetic appeal of its compelling sights and soundscape.
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