To Thomas Dahle, Music Director of the Phipps Festival Chorus,
in its 30th season of Holiday Concerts 2019

Drop down dew from above
Introit for the 4th Sunday in Advent

Antiphon (Isaiah 45:8): Charles H. Giffen (b. 1940)

Drop down dew from above, ye heavens,

and let the clouds rain down the Just One:

let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.
Verse (Psalm 19:1):

The heavens declare the glory of God:

and the firmament showeth his handiwork.

Performance notes: When sung as the Introit at Mass, the work may be prolonged by
singing the initial Antiphon, followed by the Verse (A), repeating the intial Antiphon

before singing the Gloria Patri (B), and concluding by singing the final version of the
Antiphon (C). For normal use as an Introit or motet, simply sing this work straight

through. As a slightly shorter motet, one might conceivably omit the Gloria Patri (B).
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Spirit.
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