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	Welcome to the St. Nicholas Church and the vesper service this Sunday afternoon.  Gregorian chant vesper services are sung in this church every Sunday from September to June by the Schola Cantorum Amsterdam.  Vespers is the evening prayer service of the Roman Catholic liturgy of the canonical hours. The format sung today was prescribed by St. Benedict (ca. 480 - ca. 547) in his Rule for monks.  The service is sung entirely in Latin with Gregorian chant melodies - many of which originate in the early middle ages (800 to 1000 AD).  Today, outside a few monastic communities, it is increasingly rare to hear such a service.  We hope you find in today’s service some of the devotional peace and ethereal beauty that many – even many non-Christians – have experienced in this worship service over the centuries. 

The general structure of our vesper service (duration 35-40 minutes) is as follows: 
▪  Vespers opens with the chanting of Deus, in adiutorium meum intende.  (O God come to my assistance. O Lord make haste to help me. Glory be to the Father…)
▪ Here follows the chanting of four psalms (psalm numbers 110-113 ) each preceded and followed by an antiphon (a short response). The psalms are sung antiphonally – two groups of singers alternate the singing of the psalm verses.  During the period between Easter and Pentecost a single antiphon preceding and concluding the singing of all four psalms is sung – a festal Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

▪ After the psalms and a brief pause for reflection there is a reading of a short capitulum – a simple recitation of one or two Bible verses fitting to the liturgical season. 
▪ A sung respond (responsorium) follows the capitulum.  The respond may be a short or lesser respond (responsorium breve) or long or greater respond (responsorium prolixum).  The latter is often taken from the matins (night office) and will be the most elaborate piece of Gregorian chant one hears in a vesper service.
▪ A hymn is then sung. On Sundays, during ordinary time, the hymn is devoted to the praise of the first day of the creation - the following days in the week, at vespers, recounting the succeeding days of the creation.  On feast days an appropriate festal hymn is sung. The hymn is followed by a versicle (a short devotional sentence).  

▪ The choir then sings the Magnificat – the canticle of the Blessed Virgin Mary from the Gospel of Luke chapter 1 verses 46-55 (My soul doth magnify the Lord…).  The Magnificat, as in the psalms, is sung antiphonally and is preceded and followed by an antiphon. 

▪ The preces (prayers) are then sung – Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison, followed by the Pater noster (the Lord’s Prayer), and the prayer of the day. 

▪ The service concludes with Benedicamus Domino.  Deo gratias. (Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.)  A low recitation is chanted - reflecting our thoughts with the faithful departed and those absent today. A devotional hymn to the Blessed Virgin Mary may conclude the service. 
The Schola Cantorum Amsterdam (SCA) was established in 1959 as a male choir devoted to the preservation and singing of Gregorian chant in a liturgical setting.  In 2006 a female choir (conducted by Jerry Korsmit) was established to share the service singing responsibilities. The retiring collection is for the upkeep of the church and is heartily recommended.  The SCA is an independent association and is entirely reliant on benefactors and gifts to cover its expenses   Your gift to ING account 5612823 of S. Paul, Ouderkerk a/d Amstel,  is most welcome – indeed much needed – to continue our mission.
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