
The Easter Proclamation
adapted from The Anglican Service Book

Deacon (or Cantor)

R


e-



joice



now,



all



ye



hea



ven



ly



le



gions



of







An



gels:







all



high



things



that



pass



un



der



stand



ing:











for



the



King



that



com



eth



with



vic



to



ry,







let


the







trum



pet



pro



claim



sal



va-







tion.







Sing



with



joy,



O earth,





il-



lumed



with



this



ce-



les



tial



ra



dian



cy:







and



en-







light



ened by the eternal



God,



thy



glo



ry,







be



lieve







and



know



that



thou



hast



put



a



way



the


dark-







ness



of



all



man-







kind.







So



like



wise



let our Mo-



1





ther, his



ho-



ly



Church,





wel



come the bright beams





of light



shed



up



on



her:







and



let



his



ho-



ly







courts



be



filled







with


the



prais-



es



of



his



peo-







ple.





 



I

These words are omitted by a lay Cantor.



pray



and



beseech you therefore, dear



ly



be-







lov



ed,







that



all ye who here are present seek-





ing this hea



ven



ly



bright



ness,







make



your



sup-





plication with me to



the



Al



might



y,







that



he

 



would



show



forth



his



mer



cy



toward







me.





 



That



he



who



in my unworthiness numbered me



2





a



mong



his



min-



is



ters







and



called me to



do







him



ser



vice:







so



al



so may vouchsafe to light-







en



my



dark



ness,







mak



ing



me meet to praise





this gift of



fire



with



thank



ful-







ness.







Through



Je-







sus



Christ, our Medi-ator and



Re



deem



er:







who







liv



eth



and reigneth with him



and



the



Ho-



ly







Ghost:







ev



er



one



God,



world



with



out



end.





 

A

People





men.

 



  



The

Deacon



Lord



be



with



you.





 

And

People



with



thy



spir-



it.





 





Lift

Deacon (or Cantor)




up



your



hearts.







 

We

People


lift





them



up



un



to



the

 

3





Lord.







 

Let

Deacon (or Cantor)


us



give





thanks



un



to



our



Lord



God.





 





It

People


is



meet





and



right







so



to



do.







 

It

Deacon (or Cantor)


is



very meet





and right,





that



with



the service of our lips





we

 



should glorify and praise with heart and soul God





the invis-ible



and



al



might



y,







and



like



wise his only





begotten Son,



Je



sus



Christ,



our



Lord



and



Sav



ior,











who



paid



for us to the eternal Father the debt





of Ad



am’s



trans



gres



sion:







and



with



his dear blood





wiped away



the



re



proach



of



our



for



mer



of



fens



es.
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Now



there



fore



we



sacri-fice



our



Pass



o



ver,







where



in

 



for us the



ver



y



Lamb



of



God



is



slain,







by



whose

 



blood the doors



of



his



faith



ful



peo



ple



are



made



ho-

 



ly.







The



 



night



is



come,







where



in,



when our fathers,





the chil



dren



of



Is



ra-



el, were led forth out



of



E-

 



gypt,







thou







di-



vid



edst



the sea and



mad



est



them



to

 



pass o



ver



as



on



dry



land.







Yea,



the



night



is



come,











that



with



the fier-



y



pil-



lar



hath



purged a



way



the







dark



ness



of



our



con



dem



na



tion.







The



night



is



come,
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where



by



all that be



lieve



in



Christ



up



on



the face of







all



earth,







de-



liv



ered from this wicked world and





out of the shad



ow



of



death,







are







re-



newed



un



to

 



grace,







and



are



made



par



tak



ers



of



e-



ter



nal



life.











The











night



is



come,







where



in



the bonds of



death







were



loosed,







and



Christ har



row



ing



hell



rose



a-



gain







in



tri-



umph.







For



where



fore should man be born





into



this



world,







save



that



be-



ing



born



he



might







be



re



deemed?







How



won



derful then,



O



God,







is



thy
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lov



ing-



kind



ness



un



to



us



thy



chil



dren!







Be



hold,



what





manner of love he hath be



stowed



up-



on



us:







who

 



to re



deem



a



ser



vant



de-



liv



ered



up



his



on



ly



Son!











O



won



der



ful



prov



i



dence of Ad



am’s



trans



gres



sion,











that



by



such



a



death



sin



might



be



done



a



way!











O



bless



ed



in-



iq



ui-



ty,



for



whose



re



demp



tion



such



a





price was paid



by



such



a



Sav



ior!







O











night



ver-



i-







ly



blessed,







to



thee



alone that time and that hour







were



made



man



i-



fest,







when



our



Sav



ior



Christ



rose
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again



from



death



un



to



life.







The



night



is



come











where



of



Da-



vid



said:







Be



hold



the night is as clear





as



the



day:







then



shall



my



night



be



turned



in-

 



to



day.







The



mys



tery therefore of this most ho-



ly







night







put-







teth



to



flight



the



deeds



of



dark



ness,











purg



eth



away sin,



re



storeth innocence to



the



fall-







en,







and



glad



ness



un



to



them



that



mourn:







cast-











eth



out



ha



tred,







bring



eth



peace to all



man



kind,











and



bow



eth



down



might



y



princ



es.







There



fore,



in



8





this thy favorable time,



ac



cept, O



ho-



ly



Fa



ther,











this



our evening sacri-fice of this light



ed



can



dle:











which



as



at this time thy holy Church mak



eth







be-



fore



thee,







and



of



fereth to thee by the hands







of



thy



ser



vants,







the



work



of



the



bees,



thy







crea



tures.







Ye



hear,



brethren, the meaning of this





pil-



lar



we



have



set



up,







where



un



to in God’s



hon-







or



the bright flame of



fire



doth



set



light.











Which



though



it be never so much



di-



vid



ed,
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yet



know



eth



not



var



ia



bleness nor loseth



aught



of







its



splen



dor.







For



the



wax that melteth doth but





feed



the



flame,







for



there



unto have the creatures





of God’s hand brought



it



forth,







that



it should







give



light



in



dark



ness.







O



night,



ver-



i-



ly



bless



ed,











which



did



spoil the peo



ple



of



E



gypt,







and



mag



ni-



fied







the



He



brews!







O



night,



wherein heaven and



earth



are







joined,







and



man



kind



par



tak



eth



with



the



God



head.











We



pray



thee, therefore, O



most



mer



ci-



ful:







that
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this



candle which we have lighted and



con



se



crat-



ed

 



before thee in thy



own



Name,







may



con



tinue to





shine forth



with



out



ceas



ing,







and



may



van



quish



all







the



shades



of



dark



ness.







That



be-



ing accepted before





thee as



a



sweet



sa



vor,







it



may



be



num



bered



with





the lights



that



thou



hast



kin



dled.







May







the



day-







star



find



it



burn



ing



when



he



dawn



eth



in



to



day:











the



day-



star



that



ris-



eth





and



know



eth



not



his



go-



ing

 



down:







but



com



ing forth from the plac



es



of



dark-
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ness







glad



ly



giv



eth



forth



light



un



to



all



cre-



a



tion.











We



be



seech thee, therefore, O



most



mer



ci-



ful:











that



thou



wouldest direct and guide



us



thy



ser-







vants,







and



the hearts of all thy faith



ful



fam



i-



ly:











and



all



those also that minister in



thy



ser



vice:











es



pe



cially N. our



Chief



Bish



op







and



thy



servant N.







our



Bish



op,







so



help



ing us with continu-al grace,







that



we may pass our time in rest



and



qui-



et



ness,











in



the



glad



so-



lem



ni-



ty



of



our



re



demp



tion.
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Through



the



same Jesus Christ,



our



Lord:







who







liv



eth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the





Ho-



ly



Ghost,







ev



er



one



God,



world



with



out



end.





 



A

People



men.
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