
Extension Magazine - Contest/ Survey of Favorite Hymns  
 
In editions of THE CATHOLIC CHAPEL HYMNAL there is a reference to a national survey conducted by Extension 
Magazine of the ten most popular Catholic hymns. I have a 1958 edition. The Extension Magazine is still in print today 
but is now the Catholic Extension Magazine. I was granted access to archived issues of the Extension Magazine from 
January - December 1946 and January - December 1947. I present the following results. 
 
The contest was first announced in the November 1946 issue with a deadline for submissions by Nov. 20, 1946. The 
contest rules were simple, name your favorite Catholic hymn and tell in not more than 100 words, why this hymn is 
your favorite. If there are several versions of this hymn, you must specify the composer. A ballot was provided in the 
magazine. Winner wins an all-expense paid trip to Chicago to appear on a cost-to-coast hook-up of the famous radio 
program HYMNS FOR ALL CHURCHES, heard daily throughout the country through the facilities of the American 
Broadcast Company. 
 
Due to over whelming responses, in the December issue 1946, the deadline for submissions was extended to Dec. 20. 
1946.  The exact date of the winner will be announced in the January issue 1947. A search of the January issue 1947, 
did not list any hymns or reveal the contest winner.  
 
In the February issue 1947, an announcement was made for the HYMNS OF ALL CHURCHES radio program. Choristers 
will sing the hymns from the results of the contest scheduled for Feb. 7, 1947; check local listing for radio time. 
 
In the April issue 1947, announcement of contest winner is made, Mary E. Wieland and a list of the ten hymns voted 
the most popular. Mrs. Wieland was chosen by the Extension Magazine judges not for her hymn Ave Maria, Bright 
and Pure, but for her letter explaining why it was her favorite hymn. The ten hymns which received the most votes 
are listed according to their popularity. 
 
Oh Lord I Am Not Worthy 
Holy God We Praise Thy Name 
Mother Dear, Oh Pray for Me 
Good Night, Sweet Jesus 
Panis Angelicus 
Schubert's Ave Maria 
On This Day, Oh Beautiful Mother 
Gounod's Ave Maria 
Silent Night 
Mother At Your Feet Is Kneeling 
 
The combined versions of Ave Maria rated highest in the number of votes received but since it was a rule of the contest 
that, if a hymn had several versions, the composer must be specified, the votes for the various versions of the hymn 
were tallied individually. 
 
By 1950 subscriptions for Extension Magazine had reached more than 600,000. Submission ballots and letters from 
listeners of their favorite hymn(s) do not exist anymore. 
 
Don Howe – 2020. 
 



 



 



 


