
Lessons & Carols

READINGS




FIRST LESSON – Genesis 3:1-15


A reading from the book of Genesis.

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals


that the LORD God had made.

The serpent asked the woman,


“Did God really tell you not to eat

from any of the trees in the garden?”


The woman answered the serpent:

“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;

it is only about the fruit of the tree

in the middle of the garden that God said,

‘You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.’”


But the serpent said to the woman:

“You certainly will not die!


No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it

your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods

who know what is good and what is evil.”


The woman saw that the tree was good for food,

pleasing to the eyes, and desirable for gaining wisdom.


So she took some of its fruit and ate it;

and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,

and he ate it.


Then the eyes of both of them were opened,

and they realized that they were naked;

so they sewed fig leaves together

and made loincloths for themselves.




When they heard the sound of the LORD God moving about in the garden

at the breezy time of the day,

the man and his wife hid themselves from the LORD God

among the trees of the garden.


The LORD God then called to the man and asked him, “Where are you?”

He answered, “I heard you in the garden;


but I was afraid, because I was naked,

so I hid myself.”


Then he asked, “Who told you that you were naked?

You have eaten, then,


from the tree of which I had forbidden you to eat!”

The man replied, “The woman whom you put here with me—


she gave me fruit from the tree, and so I ate it.”

The LORD God then asked the woman,


“Why did you do such a thing?”

The woman answered, “The serpent tricked me into it, so I ate it.”

Then the LORD God said to the serpent:


“Because you have done this, you shall be banned

from all the animals

and from all the wild creatures;


on your belly shall you crawl,

and dirt shall you eat

all the days of your life.


I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;


he will strike at your head,

while you strike at his heel.” 




SECOND LESSON – Isaiah 9:1-6


A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah

The people who walked in darkness


have seen a great light;

Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom


a light has shone.

You have brought them abundant joy


and great rejoicing,

As they rejoice before you as at the harvest,


as men make merry when dividing spoils.

For the yoke that burdened them,


the pole on their shoulder,

And the rod of their taskmaster


you have smashed, as on the day of Midian.

For every boot that tramped in battle,


every cloak rolled in blood,

will be burned as fuel for flames.


For a child is born to us, a son is given us;

upon his shoulder dominion rests.


They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,

Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.


His dominion is vast

and forever peaceful,


From David’s throne, and over his kingdom,

which he confirms and sustains


By judgment and justice,

both now and forever.


The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 




THIRD LESSON – Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11


A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Comfort, give comfort to my people,


says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her


that her service is at an end,

her guilt is expiated;


indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD

double for all her sins.


A voice cries out:

In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!


Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!

Every valley shall be filled in,


every mountain and hill shall be made low;

the rugged land shall be made a plain,


the rough country, a broad valley.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,


and all people shall see it together;

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.


Go up on to a high mountain,

Zion, herald of glad tidings;


cry out at the top of your voice,

Jerusalem, herald of good news!


Fear not to cry out

and say to the cities of Judah:

Here is your God!




Here comes with power

the Lord GOD,

who rules by a strong arm;


here is his reward with him,

his recompense before him.


Like a shepherd he feeds his flock;

in his arms he gathers the lambs,


carrying them in his bosom,

and leading the ewes with care. 


FOURTH LESSON – Isaiah 7:10-14


A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.


The LORD spoke to Ahaz:

Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God;


let it be deep as the nether world, or high as the sky!

But Ahaz answered,


“I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!”

Then Isaiah said:


Listen, O house of David!

Is it not enough for you to weary men,


must you also weary my God?

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign:


the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and shall name him Emmanuel.




FIFTH LESSON – Luke 1:26-38


A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.


The angel Gabriel was sent from God

to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,

to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph,

of the house of David,

and the virgin’s name was Mary.


And coming to her, he said,

“Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you.”


But she was greatly troubled at what was said

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.


Then the angel said to her,

“Do not be afraid, Mary,

for you have found favor with God.


“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,

and you shall name him Jesus.


He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,

and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”


But Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be,

since I have no relations with a man?”


And the angel said to her in reply,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.




Therefore the child to be born

will be called holy, the Son of God.


And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,

has also conceived a son in her old age,

and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;

for nothing will be impossible for God.”


Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

May it be done to me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her. 


SIXTH LESSON – Luke 2:1-14


A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus


that the whole world should be enrolled.

This was the first enrollment,


when Quirinius was governor of Syria.

So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.

And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth


to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem,

because he was of the house and family of David,

to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.


While they were there,

the time came for her to have her child,

and she gave birth to her firstborn son.


She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,

because there was no room for them in the inn.




Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields

and keeping the night watch over their flock.


The angel of the Lord appeared to them

and the glory of the Lord shone around them,

and they were struck with great fear.


The angel said to them,

“Do not be afraid;

for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy

that will be for all the people.


For today in the city of David

a savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.


And this will be a sign for you:

you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes

and lying in a manger.”


And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel,

praising God and saying:


“Glory to God in the highest

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”




SEVENTH LESSON – John 1:1-5, 9-14	 John O’Brien


A reading from the Gospel according to John.

In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came to be through him,


and without him nothing came to be.

What came to be through him was life,


and this life was the light of the human race;

the light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness has not overcome it.


The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world,


and the world came to be through him,

but the world did not know him.


He came to what was his own,

but his own people did not accept him.


But to those who did accept him

he gave power to become children of God,

to those who believe in his name,

who were born not by natural generation

nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but of God.


And the Word became flesh

and made his dwelling among us,

and we saw his glory,

the glory as of the Father’s only-begotten Son,

full of grace and truth.


