	Universal Prayer (Priest)
Advent and Christmastide
	

	Priest’s Introduction


	General Formula I
To God the Father almighty,
dear brethren (brothers and sisters),
may every prayer of our heart be directed,
for his will it is that all humanity should 
     be saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth.

	General Formula II
Brethren (brothers and sisters),
as we now make our prayer
for our community and for the world,
let us all pray to Christ the Lord,
not only for ourselves and our own needs,
but for the entire people.


	Advent
As we await with longing 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
dear brethren (brothers and sisters), 
let us with renewed devotion beseech his 
     mercy, 
that, as he came into the world 
to bring the good news to the poor 
and heal the contrite of heart, 
so in our own time, also, 
he may bring salvation to all in need.
	Christmas
On this day (On this night, In this time) 
when the goodness and kindness of God our
     savior have appeared, 
let us, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), 
humbly pour forth to him our prayers, 
trusting not in our own good works, but in 
     his mercy.

	
	



Priest’s Prayer
	Collect of the 1st Sunday of Advent
	Collect of Christmas

	Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 
with righteous deeds at his coming, 
so that, gathered at his right hand, 
they may be worthy to possess the 
     heavenly Kingdom. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
	O God, who wonderfully created the dignity
     of human nature 
and still more wonderfully restored it, 
grant, we pray, 
that we may share in the divinity of Christ, 
who humbled himself to share in our
     humanity. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.



