CROWNING OF AN IMAGE
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
WITHIN MASS

13 Liturgical norms permitting, it is appropriate to celebrate the Mass
of the Queenship of Mary (22 August) or the Mass corresponding to
the title represented by the image to be crowned.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

14 In the Mass everything up to and including the gospel reading
is done as usual. After the gospel reading, the bishop gives the homily,
in which he explains both the biblical readings and the maternal and
regal role of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the mystery of the Church.

RITE OF CROWNING

THANKSGIVING AND INVOCATION

15 After the homily, ministers bring to the bishop the crown [crowns]
with which the image [images] of [Christ and] Mary is [are] to be
crowned. Putting aside the miter, the bishop rises, and, while stand-
ing at the chair, says the following prayer. If images of both Christ
and Mary are to be crowned, he includes in the prayer the words (print-
ed in brackets) referring to an image of Christ.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of heaven and earth,

for in your mercy and justice

you cast down the mighty and exalt the lowly.

Your marvelous wisdom is shown above all

in the Word made flesh and in his Virgin Mother.

For he, your Son,

who freely humbled himself even unto death on the cross,

now sits at your right hand and is radiant with unending glory,

the King of kings and Lord of lords;

and she, the Virgin who wished to be called your servant,

was singled out to be Mother of the Redeemer
and true Mother of all the living:
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now she is exalted above the choirs of angels
and reigns in glory with her Son,

praying for all of us,

the Queen of mercy, pleading for grace.

Merciful Lord, look upon us your servants,

who by crowning this image of the Mother of your Son,
[or: who by crowning this image of Christ and his Mother,]
proclaim him as King of all creation

and approach her as our queen.

Give us the grace to follow them in serving you;

to do what love demands

for the sake of our brothers and sisters;

to deny ourselves and spend ourselves,

so as to win our neighbors for you;

to be lowly on earth,

so as to be exalted in heaven

where you reward your faithful servants with a crown of life.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
BR. Amen.

CROWNING

16 After the prayer, the bishop sprinkles the crown {crowns] with holy
water and in silence places the crown on the image of Mary. Or, as
noted earlier (no. 2}, if Mary is depicted with the infant Jesus, the
image of the Child is crowned, then the image of his Mother.

17 After the crown [crowns] has [have] been placed on the image
[images], the following antiphon or another suitable song is sung. Dur-
ing the singing, the bishop incenses the image [images], then returns
to the chair.:

Mary, Virgin for ever,

most worthy Queen of the world,

pray for our peace and salvation,

for you are the Mother of Christ,

the Lord and Savior of all. [Easter season: Alleluia)
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GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

18  After the singing, the Mass continues with the general interces-
sions, in the following or a similar formulary.

The bishop first invites those present to pray, saying:

Now let us humbly pray to God our Father, who has done great
things for the Blessed Virgin Mary and continues his marvelous
works in the Church.

Assisting minister: o
For the Church, that in emtson with Mary it may proclaim the
wonderful works of God and make his mercy known to all the na-
tions, for he casts down the mighty from their thrones and raises
up the lowly.
Let us pray to the Lord.

R. Lord almighty, hear us.

Assisting minister:
For all the peoples of the earth, that under the impulse of the Holy
Spirit they may be gathered into the one people of God under the
rule of Christ the King.
Let us pray to the Lord.

B. Lord almighty, hear us.

Assisting minister:
For harmony among nations, that through the prayers of the Queen
of peace hatred may be laid to rest, wars ended, and all the earth
enjoy prosperity and peace.
Let us pray to the Lord.

R. Lord almighty, hear us.

Assisting minister:
For those who endure illness, poverty, loneliness, imprisonment,
or persecution, that the blessed Virgin, the Queen of mercy, may
strengthen and encourage them with a mother’s care.
Let us pray to the Lord.

B. Lord almighty, hear us.
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Assisting minister;
For all here present, that, recognizing the unique dignity of the
blessed Virgin, we may try to imitate her humility and spirit of
service and daily love her more and more.
Let us pray to the Lord.

BR. Lord almighty, hear us.

The bishop concludes the intercessions with the following prayer.

Lord God,

through the prayers of blessed Mary, ever Virgin,

whom you have given us for our mother and queen,
grant that we too may share in the fullness of your grace.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

19  After the incensation of the gifts, the altar, and the cross, the bishop
may also incense the image [images]. Then the minister and the peo-
ple may be incensed. The Mass continues as usual.

CONCLUDING RITE

ANTIPHON OR SONG

1
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20 After Mass one of the following antiphons or another suitable song
in honor of Mary is sung.

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy,

hail, our life, our sweetness, and our hope.
To you we cry, the children of Eve;

to you we send up our sighs,

mourning and weeping in this land of exile.
Turn, then, most gracious advocate,

your eyes of mercy toward us;



