Selecting Music for the Sacrament of Matrimony:
A Catholic wedding is a joyful celebration but it is also a Holy Sacrament.  The music you select should reflect that you are receiving a Holy Sacrament as it plays an important role during the ceremony.  As you select the music hopefully you will have time to reflect and consider the importance of the commitment you are making to each other. 
In deciding whether or not to have a singer/cantor at your wedding there are two things to remember.  One is that as at Sunday Mass the Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation should be sung.  Two just as on Sunday, the assembly should be encouraged to join in and participate in your celebration as much as possible.
Marriage with Full Mass or Marriage outside of Mass:
The priest/deacon witnessing your vows along with you will decide whether your marriage will be celebrated during Mass or outside Mass.
How Music plays a part
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prelude Music:  Often instrumental but you may have a singer sing sacred or appropriate songs.  Examples:  Air from F Major Suite from “Water Music” (Handel);  Ave Maria (Bach/Gounod or Schubert);  He Shall Feed His Flock (Handel);  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach);  Largo from Xerxes (Handel);  My Heart Ever Faithful (Bach); The Gift of Love (Hopson);  Not For Tongues of Heaven Angels (Joncas)
Procession:  Usually there are a few different groups that process into church to specific music:  the family of bride and groom (parents seating), wedding party, and the bride.  Music is most often instrumental.  Examples:  Bridal March (Wagner);  Canon in D (Pachelbel);  Prelude in C Major from “The Well-Tempered Clavier” (Bach);  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach);  Ode to Joy (Beethoven);  Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke);  The Trumpet Tune (Purcell) 
Gathering Hymn:  After the processional and wedding party is in place a gathering/opening hymn may be sung.  Most of the time this is considered optional but a good way to help the assembly celebrate with you.  Examples:  All Creatures of Our God and King (Lasst Uns Erfreuen);  For the Beauty of the Earth (Dix);  Hear Us Now, Our God and Father (Hyfrydol);  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (Hyfrydol); O Perfect Love
Liturgy of the Word:  The Liturgy of the Word is comprised of the first reading (Old Testament), the Responsorial Psalm (always sung), Second Reading (New Testament), Gospel Acclamation (always sung) and the Gospel along with the homily.   As the Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation are sung a familiar setting of the Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation should be used. 
Rite of Marriage:  The Rite of Marriage is comprised of the exchange of vows, exchange of rings, lighting of Unity Candle, signing of the marriage license and presentation of flowers to the Virgin Mary.  You may choose to have all or some of these elements of the rite of marriage.  Music is usually used during the Lighting of the Unity Candle and the presentation of flowers to the Virgin Mary if those elements are included.   Examples for Unity Candle:  O Perfect Love; The Irish Wedding Song; The Servant Song;  or short instrumental.  Examples for presentation of flowers to the Virgin Mary:  Ave Maria or any Marian Hymn.
Liturgy of the Eucharist and Communion Rite (for full mass only):  This includes your preferred or familiar settings of the Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen and Lamb of God.  Along with a communion song during the receiving of the Most precious Body and Blood.  Examples:  Gift of Finest Wheat (Kreutz);  Panis Angelicus; Taste and See (Moore);  or any other communion song.  
Concluding Rite:  The Concluding Rite consists of the Blessing, Dismissal and Recessional.  A hymn can be sung at this time or an instrumental piece played.  Examples:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (Beethoven);  Trumpet Tune (Purcell);  Wedding March (Mendelssohn).

PLANNING SHEET FOR THE WEDDING OF
Groom: ____________________________  and Bride:________________________________
Phone number: _____________________________ Phone number:_____________________________________
E-mail address:______________________________  E-mail address:___________________________________
Church: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Date and Time of Wedding:_____________________________________________________________________
Date and Time of Rehearsal:_____________________________________________________________________
Priest/Deacon:_________________________________________________________________________________
Witnesses:  Best Man_____________________________________
                     Maid/Matron of Honor_________________________________
Ushers/Bridesmaids:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Musician:  Organist/Keyboard:__________________________________________________________________
                   Cantor/Leader of Song:_______________________________________________________________
                   Soloist:_____________________________________________________________________________
                    Other Instrumentalist:________________________________________________________________
 Altar Servers:________________________________________________________________________________
Others:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Order of the Wedding Liturgy
____ I: The Rite for Celebrating Marriage During Mass  ____II:  The Rite of Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass 
____III:  The Rite of Celebrating Marriage between a Catholic and an Unbaptized Person
INTRODUCTORY RITES:
Prelude Music: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Seating of Parents: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Procession Music: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gathering Song: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Penitential Rite and Opening Prayer
Liturgy of the Word
First Reading (Old Testament): ________________________________________________________________________________
                                                    Lector:___________________________________________________________________________
Responsorial Psalm:__________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Reading (New Testament):______________________________________________________________________________
                                                    Lector:___________________________________________________________________________
Gospel Acclamation: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Gospel:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rite of Marriage
Exchange of Vows
Blessing of Rings
Unity Candle
Music:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayers of the Faithful read by:________________________________________________________________________________
Liturgy of the Eucharist
Gifts brought forward by _____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________Music (if needed)_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer over Gifts
Holy:______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Memorial Acclamation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Great Amen:________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nuptial Blessing
Lamb of God:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Communion Song: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Hymn of Praise:______________________________________________________________________________________________
Prayer after Communion
Concluding Rites
Final Blessing
Sending Forth
Sending Forth Song: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Recessional Music: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTES: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________










    
