FAITHFUL CROSS, ABOVE ALL OTHER, ONE AND ONLY NOBLE TREE

PICARDY
Pange Lingua Venantius Fortunatus (530-609)
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Faith - ful Cross, a - bove all oth - er One and On - ly Nob - le Tree;
1. Sing, my tongue, the glo - rious bat - tle, Sing the last, the dread af fray;
2. He, Our Ma - ker, deep - ly Grie - ving That  the first-made A - dam fell,
3. Thus the work for our sal - va - tion He or - dai- ned to be done;
4. There - fore, when at length the full - ness Of  th’ap - poin - ted time was come,
5. Lo! He lies, an In - fant Weep-ing, =~ Where the nar-row man - ger stands,
6. Thir ty years a - mong us Dwel - ling, His ap - poin-ted time ful - fill'd,
7. He en - dur’d the Nails, the spitt - ing, Vin - e - gar, and Spear, and reed;
8. Bend Thy Boughs, 0 Tree  of Glor - vy, Thy re - lax - ing sin - ews bend;
9. Thou A - lone wast coun - ted wor - thy This world’s Ran - som to sus - taing
10. Praise and ho - nour to the Fa - ther, Praise and  ho - nour to  the Son,
9 N - T t T I I 1 I I T I ! | T I T 1
= -
- o
o ——F FF —  f °
y t T T T ,il n,! T T Py 1
SES === = : | =
I ] 1 (o]
o) , | | , | | | | [
P Al f | | | | | | | | | | | | I — | I I I
| — T
| I |
None in fo - liage, none in blos - som, None in fruit Thy peer may be;
O’er the Cross, the Vic - tor’s Tro - phy,  Sound the high tri um - phal lay,
When he  ate the fruit for - bid - den Whose re - ward was death and hell,
To the trai - tor’s art op po - sing Art  yet deep - er than  his own;
He was Sent, the world’s Cre - a - tor, From the Fat- her’'s Heav'n - ly Home,
While the Moth - er Maid His Mem - bers Wraps in mean and low - ly bands,
Born for this He meets His Pas - sion, For that this He free - ly will’d;
From That Ho - ly Bo - dy Bro - ken Blood and Wa - ter  forth pro ceed;
For a - while the an - cient ri - gour That Thy birth be - stow'd sus - pend;
That a  ship-wreckd race for - e - ver Might a port of re - fuge gain;
Praise and ho - nour to the Spi - rit, Ev - er Three and e ver One,
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Sweet - est Wood, and  Sweet - est I - ron. Sweet - est Weight is hung on Thee.
How the pains of death en - du - ring, Earth’s Re - dee - mer won the day.
Mark’de’en then This Tree the ru in Of  the first tree to dis - pel
Thence the 1re - me dy pro - cur - ing Whence the fa - tal wound be gun.
And  was found in hu - man fa shion, Off - spring of  the Vir - gin’s womb.
And  the swad-dling clothes is  wind - ing Round His Help -less Feet and  Hands.
On the Cross the Lamb is lift - - ed, Where His Life-Blood shall be Spill’d.
Earth, and stars, and sky, and 0 - cean, By That Flood from stain are freed.
And  the King of heavn-ly beau ty On Thy Bo - som gent - ly tend.
With the Sac -red Blood A - noin ted Of the Lamb for sin - ners Slain.
One in might, and One in glo - -1y While e - ter - nal a - ges run.
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