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COMMUNION. Sung at communion, this Proper chant is an antiphon, 

psalm verse(s), and “Glory be.” 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO TAKE THIS HANDOUT HOME 

WHAT IS CHANT? The form of sacred music born in the Catholic 

Church some 1400 years ago, aka “plain chant” or “plain song.” 

Chant can be sung in Latin or the vernacular. 

WHY SING CHANT? Because it was born in the Church, chant is the 

ideal music for the Mass. Vatican II taught that chant has “pride of 

place” in the liturgy and should be sung by laypeople. 

HOW DO I SING CHANT? Remember “do re mi fa sol la ti do” and The 

Sound of Music ? This  is the “Do-clef” and means “Do” as in “Doe, a 

deer, a female deer.” Notes on that line are “do.” The spaces and 

lines above are re mi fa sol la ti” and so on, and the spaces below are 

“ti la sol fa mi re” and so on. “Do” can be any key: C, D, E, etc. 

Chant doesn’t have a fixed rhythm, e.g., 4/4 time. Each note gets a 

single, equal beat, except: a dotted note  gets doubled; the note 

before a “squiggly” note  gets doubled; and notes with a line over 

them  get “stretched” a bit. 

Chant notation is read left to right; if one note is directly on top of 

another  sing the bottom note first. And this note   is three notes: 

the top corner, the bottom corner, and the square. Don’t “slur” 

these notes; sing each separately. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? Ask a Schola member after Mass or send 

an e-mail to w.justin.adams@gmail.com. 



THE CHANTED MASS. The Mass has two kinds of chants: Propers, 

which change with the days of the liturgical year, and the Ordinary 

chants — e.g., Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei — which don’t. 

For every day in the liturgical year, there are Propers written just for 

that day. There are many musical settings of the Ordinary; the one in 

this handout is the Missa de angelis, i.e., the “Mass of the Angels.” 

INTROIT. Sung at the priest’s entrance, this Proper chant is an 

antiphon, psalm verse(s), and “Glory be.” 

 

 

 

GRADUAL/RESPONSORIAL PSALM, ALLELUIA, AND OFFERTORY.  

Sung after the First Reading, before the Gospel, and at the 

presentation of the gifts, respectively, these Proper chants are an 

antiphon and psalm verse(s). 


